
GREATER ESSEX COUNTY DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
REPORT OF THE 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Special Education Advisory Committee meeting was held on Tuesday, May 9, 2017 at the Administration Office. 
 
MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   
 Connie Buckler, Trustee 
 Kim McKinley, Trustee  
 Mary-Ann Fuduric, 
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 That SEAC approve the minutes for April 11, 2017 with the change of Chairperson in Item 1 and 2  
   
          The motion was carried.  
 
5. Business Arising as a Result of the Minutes 
There was no business arising. 
 
6. PPM 140 Update 
Tim McCarthy, Behaviour Management Specialist, reported on ABA/ASD & PPM 140 Implementation for the 2016-2017 
school year. 
 
Fall of 2017, Geneva Training Centre in partnership, allocated 30 spots to provide on-line training  for GECDSB 
employees on Introduction to ASD and  ABA general and advanced . Feedback from the employees that were from 
different job classes, responded favourably  to the online training.   

Professional Development  for  Educators: 
General PD  with a variety of educators (admin, teaching and educational support staff) who teach/support students 
with ASD.  ASD/ABA specific for educators was delivered directly on the school site. Presentations at schools can be 
based on their student(s) profiles.    
Board employees have access to the Intranet and Edsby that contain ASD specific information: 

�x PPM and other Ministry documentation;  
�x Transition Booklets school to school); 
�x Transition pictures (phots of importance for students transitioning in to school; 
�x Printables such as prompting, task analysis, functional co on i i  
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Professional development will be set for either June or August for educators receiving children with Autism in September. 

School Based Team Meetings 
Release time is covered for staff to attend school based team meetings with parents/guardians, educational 
support staff and teachers whom support the student and in some cases, community partners.  The goal is   to 
identify areas of difficulties for the student and   staff and to develop strategies to address the difficulties.  

Connections  for   Students 
The Board continues to support this initiative with success. In collaboration with our Autism Service 
Providers, we continue to support the transitions of our students from Intensive Behaviour Intervention to 
school (ABA).  Meetings are held as needed, goa
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L. McLaughlin reminded the committee of the change to a 12:00pm start on June 13th. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:30. 
 
 
Trudy Richards, Chairperson  Lynn McLaughlin, Administrative Liaison 
Special Education Advisory Committee    Special Education Advisory Committee 
 
 



Last round of negotiations a committee was struck between the union and the board to discuss 
work load issues for Learning Support Teachers (as well as other positions of responsibility} 
Concern raised by Learning Support Teachers that students don't have access to LST all periods 
of the school day in most secondary schools; this causes scheduling issues and inequitable 
access 
The extension agreement allowed for approximately 16 extra sections of Spec Ed dedicated to 
staffing 
To cover all schools with LST for the entire school day, 22 sections would have been required 
OSSTF suggested using the programming money allocated In the extension to make up the 
difference (between 16 and 22); this would have been more than enough to close this gap for 
Special Education students 
The school board decided to allocate this new funding to only 3 schools that are In need, which 
still leaves 8 secondary schools without full day access for students 
As an advisory council SEAC Is charged with making recommendations to the school board 
respecting the delivery and development of special education programs and services for 
exceptional pupils and it ls our hope that you assist us in advocating for full access In all 
secondary schools for the entire school day In all of the GECDSB secondary schools· 
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